Reflection – A New Beginning – January 22, 2009
We are standing on the edge, on a cusp, a precipice of a new year and symbolically a new beginning. We are on the edge of a “new time” that offers hope and change. This is a time that we can make a renewed commitment to love our neighbors, and become more tolerant of others. We can show compassion for the least of these. We are on the brink of millions of volunteers offering service that can bolster our schools, feed the hungry, and house the homeless. We can take initiatives that will employ the jobless, heal the sick, and offer opportunity to many whose stations in life have limited their possibilities. 
We have this week ushered in a new era with our recent inauguration of our 44th president. The activities this week remind us of our roots as a nation and our long-time commitments to patriotism, liberty, and justice. I listened carefully to the words spoken by our new President, Barack Obama. Not only were his words in the inaugural address but they echoed throughout the day from the podium in the prayers and songs and across the mall and on the streets in the individual stories. These words encouraged us to embrace hope over fear, unity over discord, to put away childish things, and to have an enduring spirit. We were encouraged to use our imagination to look to the future and to share a common purpose. These words touched my heart and stirred my soul. 

But as a believer in Jesus Christ, these words were not new words. We had heard these words before. And more than just mere words, we have been shown how to put these words into actions. Jesus taught us how to love, to serve, to heal. His life was the embodiment of these words.
This is indeed a time for new attitudes, for courageous and compassionate hearts, and for the opportunity to put words into action through our service. This is a time for renewed faith. This is a time to look forward with hope while reflecting on our present and past with deep gratitude. As we embark on this year, this is also a time to examine who we are as believers and put our faith to a test. This is a time for introspection and self examination. Are we ready for these new challenges? Are we carrying outdated ideas and fears into our new beginnings? Jesus tells a parable to his followers in the Gospel of Luke 5:36-38 that merits our self reflection. The text reads:
36No one tears a piece from a new garment and sews it on an old garment; otherwise the new will be torn, and the piece from the new will not match the old. 37And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will be spilled, and the skins will be destroyed. 38But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 

As we begin a new year in our lives, in our churches or places of worship, and in our nation, let’s move forward with resolve and determination that this year will be filled with hope and opportunity. Let us begin this New Year with hearts full of joy and not despair. I pray that our nation will embrace old ideas of respect, integrity, and tolerance with grace and the newness of new wine in fresh wine skins. Amen.
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