A long Hot Summer

I can say that this summer has been and continues to be a long hot summer. We have experienced temperatures above 100° F for days. For over a week, there have been consecutive days of extremely high temperatures. Although most of us have spent these hot humid days of summer in air conditioning, there are many who live in our communities who do not have this same luxury. I can imagine huddling around a rotating fan to keep cool, much like when I was a child and did not live in the comfort of an air conditioned home. Record temperatures have been recorded in parts of the U.S., Europe, and India and elsewhere around the world. Places that are normally very hot in the summer have seen even greater heat indexes as temperatures are rising there as well. I don’t know whether this is the effect of global warming or a warming pattern that occurs every 10,000 or 20, 000 years and we in our finite lives are seeing this as unusual. I don’t intend to debate which of the views are true. There is probably evidence that both are true. Some see these hot miserable days as the fulfillment of the prophecy of the end time and have clearly an alternative view.
The gospel over the past several weeks as well as for this Sunday’s lesson, is taken from Chapter 12 of the book of Luke. Jesus in this lengthy discourse focuses on difficult times. Perhaps for us, this long hot summer is our difficult time. This summer may be known as a long hot summer not only for the amazing temperatures but also because of the number of things that are happening in our lives. We live in a time when the economy is sluggish and many say that we are still in the depths of a recession, the unemployment rate is high, and businesses are reluctant to open new positions and expand production.  We know persons who have lost their jobs and even when retrained for another career are not finding positions or finding themselves overqualified for lower level positions. The economy is waiting for us to open wide our wallets and begin to spend again, to store in our barns large amounts of possessions as described in the parable in the Luke chapter. We hear that “consumer spending” and “not consumer saving” is what will get this economy growing again and “out of the tank.” Saving for the future and being frugal in our life choices will not alter this world economy and at the same time reinforces our greed and desire for more possessions and promote consumerism.  The key word here for us to consider is “this world’s” economy; we are talking about the riches of this material world. My message to you today is not meant to be an economic forecast of neither gloom nor prosperity but just a remainder of economic misery we experience this summer. Our society’s message puts the emphasis on worldly possessions and worldly riches as opposed to the real spiritual riches of the soul as found in the message of the gospel of Luke. God’s message is centered on the riches that really matter, the riches of our salvation.
This long hot summer will also be remembered as the summer that many friends and family members were injured or sick and suffered the ravages of disease. Some of us have lost loved ones as well. We, in this church, have experienced the death of several members recently and accidents have harmed our young people. Some of us have seen a decline in our health, our financial situation, and our lives seem to be a little more hectic than usual. Work related challenges and personal crises have made this unbearable heat of summer even more unbearable. Tempers have flared even in those of us who normally are on an even keel. This hot summer has brought us thunder storms with tornado like winds that have damaged trees and homes; caused flash floods that have destroyed towns and neighborhoods; and left thousands of persons homeless. There have been emotional storms in our lives that have ravaged our internal home, shaken our resolve, tested our faith, and robbed us of our sense of peace. This has been and continues to be a long hot summer.
However, there is good news. We must remember that God has prepared us to survive and thrive during the long hot summers. God grooms us for the difficult times in our lives. We are instructed by Jesus’ example and know that there will be times that we will struggle and even times that we may suffer. Being a child of God does not exempt us from the sweltering heat. Having a relationship with God does not make us less vulnerable to a precarious environment or the results of long-term poor economic decisions, or even the diseases that invades our bodies. Having faith in God has transformed us and in that transformation, we share his mercy and grace.  We don’t need to worry about building larger barns to house even more possessions in the good times waiting for the bad. God will provide for our needs. God gives us the resilience to get through the difficult times, to face the challenges that confront us, and the things that we can’t control. Being transformed by faith and our belief in God teaches us to serve others during these difficult times and not to lament our situations. 
The kingdom of God is given to us, it is already promised. We must hold steadfast to our beliefs. We are to be like the servant in the gospel that is waiting for the return of our master. We must wait with certainty, steadfastness, and faith. If we are indeed transformed by our faith, we follow the teaching of Jesus and instead of losing our way or wilting under the hot summer sun; we thrive in the name of the Lord. We see the needs of others and beyond our own circumstances. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Blessed be the name of the Lord.
Amen
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